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I N  TROD UC T I  ON 
WDespite the  expense j-nvolved in apprehending an escaped 
pr isoner ,  t h e  danger t o  himself and o t h e r s  coupled u i t h  
h i s  f l i g h t ,  t h e  unfavorable p u b l i c i t y  associa ted  u i t h  t h e  
event ,  and t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  t o  penal  programs which can 
r e s u l t ,  t he re  i s  a cur ious  s c a r c i t y  of  research on the  s u b j e c t  
. . . . . t l l  
I n  a minimum s e c u r i t y  penal s i t u a t i o n ,  escapes can be p a r t i c u l a r l y  
harmful. An increase  i n  the  escape r a t e  may f o r c e  a crackdown i n  s e c u r i t y  
measures, which can subsequently undermine the t reatment  a spec t s  of  a p r i son  
camp. If the  camp man cannot behave respons ib ly  d e r  minimum s e c u r i t y  condit ions:  
c o r r e c t i o n a l  o f f i c i a l s  might doubt t h a t  he w i l l  succt?.ed i n  discharging h i s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  the  community. 
The three  f o r e s t r y  camps a r e  loca ted  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  .in Kassachusetts.  Plymoutl 
ria& optned i n  1952, Monroe i n  1955, and Warwick i n  1964. Approximately 230C Inen 
have passed through the camp system from 1952 t o  August 1970. No w a l l s  surround 
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the  sites. There a r e  no weapons on camp grounds, and there  are on1.y three   office^. 
on duty  a t  each camp a t  any time. It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note t h a t  only  70 men 
walked away from the camps during those seventeen a d  a h a l f  years  -- j u s t  3% of 
the t o t a l  population. The purpose of t h i s  s tudy  is  t o  determine what types of 
men a r e  more l i k e l y ,  o r  l e s s  l i k e l y ,  t o  escape. This information may assist 
adminis t ra tors  i n  deciding which men would be n~os t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  camp t r ans fe r .  
I t  may a l s o  a l e r t  t he  camp s t a f f  t o  whj.ch men need c l o s e r  supemis ion .  
Another i s sue  of equal  j-mportance i s  why 97% of f o r e s t r y  men do no t  escape, 
-
with no phys ica l  b a r r i e r s  t o  doing so. One answer, of course, l i e s  ir. t he  near  
c e r t a i n t y  of apprehension and the  subsequent a d d i t i o n a l  time served under m a x i m u m  
s e c u r i t y  condit ions.  A returned escapee l o s e s  a l l  good time c r e d i t s  on the  present  
1. Loving, Stockwell, Dobbins, I1Character is t ics  of  Escapees; The Sociologx of 
-
Punishment and Correction, Johliston, N., 64. John Wiley & Sons, New York, 1 9 n .  
-
p. 4 4 f f .  
2.  cf. ttpsychological w a l l t t  concept i n  d e s c r i p t i o n  of Massachusetts f o r e s t r y  
camps, Edward Dunn, A s s t .  D i r .  of Camps, 1966. 
sentence, and serves an add i t iona l  term a f t e r  trial f o r  escape. Other reasons 
may l i e  in the  nature of the camps themselves and i n  the counselor-supervisor 
posi t ion of t he  camp of f ice r .  There i s  no custody vs, treatment staff con f l i c t  
because the re  a re  no separate s t a f f s .  There has a l s o  been l e s s  inmate-staff 
c o n .  l i c t ,  i n  par t  because they work together  t o  camplete various f o r e s t r y  work 
assignments. This repor t  suggests a t h i r d  f a c to r :  t h a t  proper se lec t ion  of 
men f o r  t r a n s f e r  t o  f o r e s t r y  reduces the  l ikelihood of escapes. 
Some spec i f i c  d e t a i l s  of escapes, i.e. when, how, e tc .  were summarized i n  
a shor t  paper d i s t r i bu t ed  e a r l i e r  and included a s  Appendix IGI of this report.  
METHOD 
Seventy men escaped from the  f o r e s t r y  camps from 1952 u n t i l  August, 1970. 
Data was unavailable on one man. These 69 escapees were compared t o  t h e  120 
f o r e s t r y  men released in 1966. The d i f femnces  between the escapees and t he  
re leasees  w i l l s m e  t o  spo t l igh t  the  types of men more l ike ly ,  or  l e s s  l i ke ly ,  t o  
escape, These two groups of men were compared on fac to rs  concerning background 
and admission charac te r i s t i c s ,  criminal  history,  present offense, and present 
incarcerat ion.  The differences t h i s  study w i l l  be concerned about are  only 
those t h a t  a re  l a rge  enough f o r  'us t o  be confident t h a t  .they a re  real (i.e. 
l l s t a t i a€ i ca l l y  s ign i f i can tu  ) and not j u s t  due t o  chance. Information was col lec ted 
from the cen t r a l  o f f i ce  f i l e s .  
There is  one major problem of method. Some of the  di f ferences  between the  
escapees from 1952 t o  1970 and the  re leasees  during 1966 may be due not  t o  the 
r e a l  d i f ferences  between the two groups, but r a t he r  t o  d i f ferences  between 
camp men released during 1966 and those released i n  o ther  years. A s  an examgle, 
escapees (1952-70) are l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  be Black than are re leasees  (1966). This 
r e f l e c t s  not  only t h a t  Blacks are  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  escape but a l so  t h a t  i n  1966 
there  were more Blacks i n  the camps than i n  the other years. The findings 
belbu will be qual i f ied d ~ r e  appropriate t o  take t h i s  possible problem in to  
account. Data from another study can be used in t h i s  adjustment. A previous 
study on releasees from fo re s t ry  camps covered men released fram Plymouth and 
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Monroe from 1959 t o  1962. This data describes the camp population midway 
between the  time limits of the  present study. Therefore, in t h m e  cases where 
a ~ p r o p r i a t e ,  the  e a r l f e r  mleasees  da ta  w i l l  be used t o  furnish fur ther  comparisons 
on r e k s e e s  vs. escapees. 
FINDINGS 
Background Facbors 
* t  - a t Incarceration Escapees were younger a t  the present incareeration 
than were the  releasees. Signif icant ly  more escapees than releasees were 23 
o r  l e s s  a t  incarcecatian. The average age f o r  escapees w a s  26.2 years, f o r  
releasees 28.4 years. 
3 
Race Whites were more l i k e l y  to escape than were Blacks. Blacks made up 
-
5.8% of the escapees and 16.6% of the 1966 releasees. However, the r e a l  difference 
between Blacks and Whites is somewhat l ess ,  a s  i n  the 1959-62 group Blacks made up 
a much smaller proportion of camp men -- 8.4%. 
A p a r t i a l  explanation of  the  difference i n  escape r a t e  between Blacks and 
Xhites may be t h a t  Blacks i n  the camps seem t o  be a s e l ec t  group, t h a t  is, propor- 
t iona te ly  fewer Blacks are  t ransferred t o  the camps than a re  present i n  the 
i n s t i t u t i ona l  population. Of the 1966 releasees from Massachusetts correctional 
ins t i tu t ions ,  16% of Forestry men and.26% of Walpole and Norfolk men were Black. 
2. Carney, F. J. & Bottome, E. t"Bn Analysis of the Recidivism of Inmates Released 
from the Forestry Can ps," Mass. Dept. of Correction, h e o ,  1967. 
3. Other stildies have found s imilar  differences. A 1956 Federal Bureau of Prisons 
study found t h a t  under 1% of 1953 and 2% of 195L escapees were Black, although Blacks 
comprised 27% of the Federal prison population. S t a t i s t i c s  from the s t a t e  of Virginia 
showed that  Blacks made up 54% of the prison population but only 28% of the escapees. 
Two Massachusetts Department of Correction s tudies  found that Blacks were l e s s  l i k e l y  
t o  be t ransferred to the Departmental Segregation Unit and l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  be returned 
from IJorfolk to  Walpole a s  custody problems. 
Education Escapees completed s ign i f i can t ly  fewer years of education than did 
releasees.  Seventeen per cent of the  escapees and 35% of the 1966 releasees (and 
35% of the 1959-62 re leasees)  completed ten  o r  more years of schooling. 
S t a b i l i t y  - of Employment Escapees had s ign i f ican t ly  l e s s  s tab le  work h i s to r i e s  
than did releasees.  Fif teen per cent of the escapees and 3% of the releasees had 
regular work h i s to r ies ,  i.e., continuous employment throughout t he i r  working l i f e .  
Twelve per cent of the escpaees and 25% of the releasees had held one job f o r  three 
years or more. 
Mili tary Service. For those who had served some time i n  the mil i tary ,  escapees 
were more l i k e l y  t o  have been discharged dishonorably than were releasees. However, 
the two groups did not s ign i f ican t ly  d i f f e r  i n  the l ikelihood of having served. 
Marital Status  There was no s ign i f ican t  difference betr~een escapees and releasees 
i n  t h e i r  mar i ta l  s t a tu s  a t  commitment. However, there is  some suggestion t h a t  
marital  problems are  re la ted  t o  escape. Reports submitted by camp o f f i c i a l s  indicate 
a man's reason fo r  absconding i f  he volunteers t h i s  information. Of the 26 men f o r  
whom some reason was mentioned, nine-- over one-third-- suffered some mari ta l  problem 
during t he i r  s t ay  a t  the camp. Usually, t h i s  consisted of divorce action desired by 
wife. Thus, while the proportion of s ingle ,  married, widowed or divorced men do 
not d i f f e r  appreciably between t h e  two sample, mari ta l  problems may often be a-~ 
important fac tor  i n  escape. This fac tor  m y  warrant consideration i n  the issue of 
soc i a l  work ass is tance a t  the camps. 
Other Packground Factors Escapees and releasees did  not d i f f e r  s ign i f ican t ly  
on other background character is t ics .  These included birthplace, l a s t  c iv i l i an  
address, r e l a t i on  of emergencj addressee, marlla1 s ta tus ,  and the type of job most 
frequently held pr ior  t o  commitment. A s  was noted above, the length of time a 
man spent a t  work was re l a t ed  t o  escape, but the type of work held did not have 
the same importance i n  the issue of escapees vs. releasees.  
Escapees, then, a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  be men who have f a i l e d  t o  successful ly  
adjus t  t o  various areas of l i f e  on the outside -- work, the mil i tary ,  school, 
marriage. They are more l i k e l y  t o  have unstable employment h i s to r ies ,  other 
than honorable mi l i t a ry  discharges, l e s s  education, and perhaps more marital  
problems. Fai l ing t o  adjust  to  l i f e  on the oumide, they a l so  f a i l  t o  adjust  to 
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minimum secur i ty  conditions. In addit ion,  escapees a r e  more l i k e l y  to be younger 
(23 or  l e s s )  a t  incarceration,  and t o  be white. 
Criminal History 
Escapees are  characterized by a consis tent ly  more serious criminal history. 
On a l l  but 4 of 15 variables concerning criminal background, escapees have deeper 
criminal involvement. 
Early Criminal Behavior Criminal h i s to ry  f o r  escapees began a t  an e a r l i e r  age 
-
than fo r  releasees. Forty-two per cent were lb or younger a t  f i r s t  a r r e s t  while 
only 24% of non-escapees were that age. A s ign i f ican t ly  greater  proportion of 
escapees had served some juvenile time (54% vs . 32% f o r  the releasees ) . Escapees 
were incarcerated a s  juveniles f o r  longer periods of time -- 40% had served one 
year or  more vs 18% of the releasees. Thus, escapees experienced an e a r l i e r  onset 
of criminal ac t i v i t y ,  were more l i k e l y  t o  be committed a s  juveniles, and spent 
greater amounts of time ins t i tu t iona l ized  a s  juvenile offenders. 
Prior Arrests Together with the e a r l i e r  onset of criminal ac t i v i t y ,  escapees 
had a higher t o t a l  of pr ior  a r r e s t s .  Nearly a f i f t h  (19.2% ) of the releasees 
had two or fewer pr io r  a r r e s t s ,  while the corresponding f igure  f o r  escapees is 
l e s s  than 3%. Escapees had both more person a r r e s t s  and more property a r r e s t s  
than releasees.  There was no difference between the samples i n  narcotic,  sex 
4. Similar findings were reported i n  a study of the types of men t ransferred from 
Norfolk to  Walpole a s  discipl inary problems. T h a t  is, these same fac tors  are  
re la ted  t o  poor adjustment to the less-secure s i tua t ion  -- medium and minimum 
security.  See Callahan, E., lrFactors Related t o  Inmate Adjustment i n  a Medium 
Security Correctional Ins t i tu t ion :  A Study a t  M.C.I., Norfolk!!, Mass. Dept. of 
Correction, mimeo, February, 1970. 
or  drunkenness offense h i s t o r i e s .  Probat ion h i s t o r y  was s i m i l a r  f o r  both groups, 
a l though more escapees have been on juveni le  probat ion:  25% vs. 15% of t h e  r e l easees .  
P r i o r  Inca rce ra t ions  The escapees'  g r e a t e r  involvement with the  law extends  
i n t o  longer  and more f r equen t  i n c a r c e r a t i o n s .  The more se r ious  juvenile  record  
of escapees continues i n t o  t h e i r  a d u l t  c r iminal  h i s t o r y ,  Escapees more o f t en  had 
House of Correct ion commitments, and they spent  more time inca rce ra t ed .  Thi r teen  
per cen t  spent  two years  o r  more i n  houses of co r rec t ion ,  while t h i s  was t r u e  of 
6% of the r e l easees .  Escapees were a l s o  more l i k e l y  t o  have served a  p r i o r  s t a t e  
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o r  f e d e r a l  commitment and t o  have served a  longer  t o t a l  period of time. h e r  
twice a s  many escapees a s  r e l e a s e e s  have spent  t h i r t y  months o r  more i n  a  s t a t e  
or  f e d e r a l  pr ison:  33% vs.  14%. A l l  t h e  previous inca rce ra t ion  time c i t e d  above, 
when combined i n t o  an o v e r a l l  t o t a l  f i g u r e  of time served f o r  escapees, i s  t h e  
s i n g l e  most important  d i f f e rence  between t h e  two samples. That is, the  b i g g e s t  
d i f fe rence  between escapees and r e l e a s e e s  was t h a t  e ~ c a p e e s ( ~ r i o r  t o the  present  
i n c a r c e r a t i o n )  had spent  more time i n  prisons,  houses of co r rec t ion ,  and juveni le  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  
5. On t h i s  v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  v a r i a b l e  of p r i o r  s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  i nca rce ra t ions ,  
it i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note t h a t  a previous s tudy  on t h e  adjustment of camp men 
showed approximately equal  r e s u l t s .  This  s tudy found t h a t  camp men who success- 
f u l l y  ad jus ted  and were no t  re turned  t o  the  i n s t i t u t i o n  were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l e s s  
l i k e l y  t o  have served a  p r i o r  pr i son  term. The percentages a r e  highly s i m i l a r :  
P r i o r  S t a t e  
or  Fed, Incar .  
None 
S one 
UrlSuccessful d u c c e s s f u l  Escapees Releasees 
Adjustment Adjustment 
( c f .  Tos t i ,  A. "A Comparison of those who ad jus t ed  and those who d i d  n o t  a d j u s t  
a t  the F o r e s t r y  Camps," mimeo, Mass. Dept. of Correct ion,  May, 1967.) 
Present Incarceration - and Ins t i t u t i ona l  Behavior 
Escapees appear t o  be generally more serious offenders on f ac to r s  re la t ing  
t o  the present incarceration. They are more l i k e l y  than releasees t o  be committed 
t o  Walpole or  C h a r l e s t m  (than concord), on new comitments ra ther  than on 
parole violations,  with longer sentences, f o r  armed robbery o r  breaking o r  
entering (ra ther  than f o r  other offenses). Escapees had more serious 
discipl inary records before camp t ransfer  and were more l i k e l y  t o  agree with the 
o f f i c i a l  version of the  present offense. 
Ins t i tu t ion  Committed t 6  - Escapees were more l i k e l y  t o  be committed t o  Walpole 
or  Charlestom than t o  Concord or  a House of Correction. Eighty-four per cent 
of the escape group and 68% of the released group were committed t o  S ta te  Prison. 
This contras ts  with the finding t h a t  older men are l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  escape. Place 
of commitment is re la ted  t o  the seriousness of the pr ior  record apar t  from the 
present offense . 
Minimum Sentence The same seems t o  hold t rue f o r  men with longer minimum 
sentences. Men i n  the escape group were committed with a longer minimum sentence 
than were the releasees. More escapees (36%) had minimum sentences B 6 years 
or more than did the releasees(l7%). Spending a longer time incarcerated may 
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help t o  formalize escape desires. 
Parole Violation Escapees were also more often incarcerated on new commitments 
ra ther  thanreturned a s  parole violators.  Seventy-eight per cent of releasees and 
65% of escapees were incarcerated a s  parole violators .  Escapees, therefore, would 
have a longer period of time t o  serve on the present incarceration. 
6. The r e a l  difference in the f igures  may be somewhat overestimated a s  the trend 
i n  Massachusetts has been a reductinn i n  length of time incarcerated f o r  all 
offenses over the years. The comparison of the escape group from 1952 t o  1970 
with a sample released in 1966 shows t h a t  men are spending l e s s  time incarcerated 
on the present offense. However, it is  doubtful t h a t  as  great a difference as  19% 
would be accounted f o r  by t h i s  trend only. Escapees have a longer minimum t o  serve 
regardless of ac tua l  time incarcerated. cf .  Berman, L. IrTrands in Length of Time 
Incarcerated i n  Ivlas sachusett s Correctional Ins t i tu t ions  :1945-1966, It Mass. De p t  . 04 
Correction, mimeo, February 1968. 
-- ;':%sn.?t .'!fp^fenre : ' i s ~ %  r:eer: i3t,.i: no:, df f f e r  f Tom :.eieasees ir: the general 
. - ---..- ..-.- 
. . - , "  st.,:::lti.%d t,o :.!ic ca;Ta? , ) il3wev:;r,, ar,e a p e s  were signi.fFcant",t- :mi% l i k e 3  . .L 
t c  ha;-J h , r 3:,zr3 n r  'a:.ea5:irg : nd entering as *,!?sir preaer,L offense. 
T : ~ i f l , ~ r - t w o  per c-.,*t: c1.f L i e  escape sznple and 17% of the release sample vere 
cn in~i+?-nd  f o r  Me; 38% of t.18 escapees and 3 s  of the  releasees were committed 
f o r  othsf offenses. 
Im.",e Versloa cf ?msent Offense E~capees  are more l i k e l y  t o  agree with the 
--. -- - .->- - -- 
~ f f i c i a l  version ai t h e i r  present offense. A s ign i f ican t ly  higher proportion of 
escapees (85%) t 5 a i  re leasees  (70%) agreed without qual i f icat ion.  The theory t h a t  
e s c a p a s  would mos*b probably be those who f e l t  unjustly imprisofied is not borne out. 
This f inding holds i n  par t i cu la r  f o r  those men with more serious criminai 
h i s to ry  among the escapees, a s  shown below: 
Overall Total  Prior Time Incarcerated and Inmate Version of Present Offerlse 
-s. 
Shos t T ~ t a l  Tirre (0-9mos. ) Long Total Time (10mos. or  more ) 
Es. Rel. Es.  Rel. 
-
agrees(no qua l i f i ca t ions)  
13(92.8) kO(97.6) U(83.0) kZ(55.3) 
disagrees 
I( 7.2) 3.9) 9O7.0) 3 4 ( U * 7 )  
Total. Ilr 41 
Ape a t  F i r s t  Arrest and Inmate Version of Present Offense 
-- L..- 
Younger (4 or  l e s s )  Older (15 or  rn0l.e ) 
- . - 
E s 
--- Rel.  Es. Rel. - 
agrees 6 I. c qual i f icat ions  ) 
26(89.7) 2 1 ( b e 7 )  3U81.5) 6U 88.4) 
d isagrees  
3(10*3~) 27(56*3) 7(18.5) 8(11.6) 
T o t a l  2 9 
2 
48 
7;: e66.02 df=l, p~.OOl 
'd'qa.; .I ad:: has  a Iotge-- crf minal t.lfstory -- ten or  mcre months previously 
I acaLbcarate,!, c r  Ec11~taen c r  younger a t  f i r s t  arrest .  -- h i s  tendency tc agree 
u i t h  t h a  off 's ial  vers ion  qf the  present  c f f enss  becomes mvch g r e a t e r  f a r  
escapees and l e s s  l i k e l y  fsr re leasees .  There i s  no appreciable d i f f e rence  
between fhe groiips f o r  t,ilose with shor t  t o t a l  time, o r  who were o lder  a t  f i r s t  
a r r e s t .  One possible explanat ion f o r  t h i s  f ind ing  may be t h a t  those  with long 
i n v ~ l v ~ m e n t  with cr iminal  a u t h o r i t i e s  ( ~ o l i c e ,  courts ,  pr i sons  ) --escapees-- 
may be used t o  the f a c t  t h a t  agreement is  what the  a u t h o r i t i e s  want t o  hear, and 
t h a t  the  penalty i s  e a s i e r  without  r e s i s t ance .  
I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Behavior Escapees were f a r  more l i k e l y  t o  have had some 
d i s c i p i i n a r y  ac t ion  dur ing  the present  inca rce ra t ion :  35% of the escapees had 
a t  l e a s t  one while t h i s  was t rue  of only 12% of the  re leasees .  Consequently, 
number of good conduct days withheld d i f f e red  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  between the groups. 
Sixteen per c e n t  of the escapees and only 5% of the  r e l easees  had had some good 
conduct days withheld. This may be r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  longer minimum sentences, 
t o  the longer period of time they have in  which t o  accumulate d i s c i p l i n a r y  repor ts .  
I t  may a l s o  be t h a t  Bheir i n s t i t u t i o n a l  adjustment was adversely a f f e c t e d  by the  
lengthy inca rce ra t ions  they  faced,  fol lowing t h e i r  longer periods of p r i o r  
inca rce ra t ions .  
Other Present  Incarcera t ion  Fac to r s  There was no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e rence  
-
between the  e s c a p  and re leased  samples i n  t y p e  of r e l ease  (parole  or  discharge) .  
More escapees had one or more codefendants involved i n  the  present  offense. This 
f ind ing  i s  j u s t  s h o r t  of s t a t i s t i c a l  s igni f icance .  
The fo l lowing l i s t  summarizes t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f ferences  between the samples 
i n  order of t h e i r  importance: 
Eacapees were more l i k e l y  t o  have: 
---been incarcerated f o r  a longer period of time on pr io r  commitments (6 nos. o r  more) 
---had more p r io r  a r r e s t s  (3  o r  more ) 
---had some d i sc ip l inary  repor ts  (before camp t rans fe r ,  on t h i s  commitment) 
---a longer minimum sentence on the present offense (6  years or more) 
---some juvenile incarcerations 
---some pr ior  property a r r e s t s  
---some house of correction i.ncarcerations 
---some pr ior  s t a t e  or federa l  incarcerat ions  
---fewer years of education ( 9  or l e s s )  
---been younger a t  f i r s t  a r r e s t  (14 o r  l e s s )  
---had some good conduct days withheld before, camp t r ans f e r  
-- -been discharged other than honorably from the mi l i t a ry  
---a l e s s  s tab le  job h i s to ry  (escapees were l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  have held a job f o r  a t  l e a s t  
three  years)  
---been white 
---been younger a t  the  present incarceration (23 o r  l e s s )  
---more p r io r  person a r r e s t s  (2 o r  more) 
---been incarcerated f o r  a new offense ( ra ther  than as  a parole v io l a to r )  
SUMMARY CF FORESTRY ESCAPlCE S T m  
The study canpared a11 men who eacaped from the fo r e s t ry  camp between 
1952 and Auguqt 1970 with a11 men released from the  camps during 1966 ( information 
collected fo r  the base expectancy studies) .  The plrpore was t o  discover what types 
of men were more l i k e l y ,  or l e s s  l ike ly ,  t o  escape f r a  the  fo res t ry  camp. 
The biggest s e t  of differences between escapees and releasees was tha t  the  
escapees had cons i s ten t ly  more ser ious  criminal  h i s to r ies .  They were younger a t  
t h e i r  first a r r e s t  and had more juvenile incarcerations.  They had more House of 
Correction incarcerations and more s t a t e  and federal  incarcerations.  They had 
more t o t a l  pr ior  a r r e s t s  and more p r io r  person and property arres t .  The biggest  
difference between t he  t uo  samples was t h a t  escapees were more l i k e l y  t o  have 
been previously incarcerated f o r  a t o t a l  of s i x  montha or more. 
Escapees are  more l i k e l y  t o  be men who have f a i l ed  t o  auccesafully adjust  
t o  various areas of l i f e  on the outside---+or$ the  mi l i t a ry ,  school, marriage, 
Put d i f fe ren t ly ,  they  have consis tent ly  rebelled against  conventional norms. 
They a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  have unstable employment h i s t o r i e s ,  other than honorable 
mi l i t a ry  discharges, l eas  education, arrd perhaps more marital  problems. In 
addit ion,  escapees a re  mom l i k e l y  than releasees t o  be white and t o  be younger 
( 2 3  or  l e s s )  a t  incarceration.  
Escapee8 were generally more serious crime offenders (o r  had been defined as 
such by the  courts ,  perhaps because of t h e i r  more ser ious  criminal histories). 
They were more l i k e l y  than re leasees  t o  be committed t o  Walpole or  Charlestawn, 
on new commitments ( ra ther  than on parole viola t ions  ), with longer sentences, 
f o r  armed robbery o r  breaking and entering. Escapees werp more l i k e l y  t o  h a w  
had d i sc ip l inary  records before camp t r ans f e r  and were more l i k e l y  t o  agree 
with the  o f f i c i a l  version of the  present offense. 
APPENDIX I 
Variable 
TOTAL 
A COMPARISON OF FORESTRY ESCAPEES 
WITH 1966 FORESTRY RELEASEES 
Escapees 
N 
- - % 
Releaaeea 
N 
- - % 
A. Background Factors 
1. Birthplace 
Boston 15 ( 21.9) 31 ( 25.8) 
Other 54 ( 78.1) 89 ( 74.2) 
2. Age a t  Incarceration 
23 or below 32 
24 and above 37 
3. Race 
wh- 
Other 
x2 = 4.57, df. = 1, pq.05 
4. Marital Status 
Single 2 7 ( 39.3) 48 ( 40.0) 
Married 25 ( 36.2) 48 ( 40.0) 
Div., Sep., Wid., 
C-on Law 17 ( 24.5) 24 ( 20.0) 
5.  Military Service Data 
Near Served 33 ( 47.8) 62 
Served 
( %*?I 
36 ( 52.2) 58 ( 48.3) 
6. Type of Military Discharge 
Honorablm 15 ( 33.3) 34 ( 58.6) 
Dishonorable 24 ( 66.7) 24 ( 41.4) 
Variable 
Escapees Releasees 
M 
- 
7 
- 
N 
- 
% 
- 
7. Last Civilian Address 
Boston 18 ( 2.6) 39 ( 32.6) 
Other 51 ( 73.9) 81 ( 67.h) 
8. Relation of Bnergency Addressee 
Parent 36 ( 52.2) 56 ( 46-71 
Other 3 3 ( 47.8) 64 ( 53.3) 
9. Last Grade Caapleted 
9th or l e s s  (incl. sp. 57 
10th and above 1 2  ( 17.4) 42 ( 35.0) 
10, Occupational Status 
unskilled 48 
Other 2 1  
11. Job S tab i l i  d
12.  Longest Period on One Job 
up t o  3 years 61 
3 yrs. or more 8 
B. Criminal History 
- 
1. Age a t  First Arrest 
14 or below 29 
15 and above 40 
Variable 
Escapees 
N 
- 
% 
- 
Releasees 
N 
- - % 
2. Number of Pr ior  Arres ts  
- 2 ( 2-91 23 ( 19.2) 
3 or more 67 ( 97.1) 97 ( 80.8) 
2 
X = 10.10, df = I, pc.01 
3. Number of Pr ior  Arres ts  f o r  Offenses vs. Persons 
0-1 lr7 ( 68.1) 98 
2 o r  more 
4. Number of Prior  Arrests  vs. Sex 
none 5 9 ( 85.5) 112 ( 93.3) 
some 10 ( a.5) 8 ( 6.7) 
5. Number o f  P r io r  Arres ts  f o r  Offense vs. Property 
RbX&- 5 ( 7.2) 28 
some 64 ( 92.8) 92 
6. Number of Pr ior  Arres ts  f o r  Narcotic Offensee 
None 68 ( 98.6) 119 
S m e  1 ( 1.4) 1 
7. N u m b e r  of P r io r  Arrests  f o r  Drunkeness 
None 38 55.1) 
Some 
8. Number of R i o r  S t a t e  or Federal Incarcerat ions 
Erie' 3 2 7 9 
Some 3 7 13 
9. Number of P r i o r  H. of C. Incarcera t ions  
None 18 ( 26.1) 
Sane 
55 
51 ( 73.9) 65 
Variable 
Escapees 
N 
- 2 
Releasees 
N 
- - % 
10. Number of Prior Juvenile Incarcerations 
none 3 2 ( 46.4) 8 2 
some 37 ( 53.6) 3 8 
11. Overall Prior Time Incarcerated 
0-5 months 8 ( 11.6) 46 
6 months or  more 61 ( 88.4) 74 
12. Ever on Probation? 
No 2 3 
yes kk i 66.7) 7 2 
C. Present Incarceration 
1. Ins t i tu t ion  Committed t o  
ualpole or  Charlestwon 58 ( 84.1) 82 ( 68.3) 
Concord or  H. of C. 11 ( 15-91 38 ( 31.7) 
2. Present Offense 
a) Person Offensa 41 ( 59.4) 71 ( 59.2) 
Property and other 2 8 ( bO.6) b9 ( 40.8) 
b )  Breaking and Entering 22 ( 31.9) 21 
Armed Robbery 26 ( 37.7) 36 
Other Offense 21 ( 30.4) 63 
x2 = 8.61r, df = 1, p C.01 
3. Inmate I s  Version of Present Offense, as  compared t o  Off ic ia l  version- 
Agrees 57 ( 85.1) 8 2 ( 70.1) 
Agrees with qual i f i -  
cations & disagrees 10 ( 14.9) 35 ( 29.9) 
2 
X - 5.18, d f  = 1, p <  .05 
a) This information was unavailable f o r  two escapees 
b) Twenty-nine escapees had not yet been released 
Variable 
Escapees 
N 
- - % 
Releasees 
N 
- - % 
4. firesen t Inca rce ra t ion  Resul t  of Paro le  V i o l a t i  on 
Not a ~ a r o l e  v i o l a t i o n  2b ( 3h.8) 26 
p a i ~ l e a  v i o l a t i o n  4 5 i 65.2) 94 
5. Type of Release  b 
Par o l e  
- 
Discharge 8 
6. Number of  Codefendants 
.lone 17 ( 2L46! 46 
some 52 ( 75.4) 7b 
2 
X = 3.70, df 1, p < 010 
7. Sentence of Present  Offense 
5 y e a r s  o r  l e s s  44 ( 63-01 100 
6 y e a r s  o r  more 25 ( 36.2) 2 o 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Behavior 
1. Disc ip l ina ry  Reports 
none 45 
s m e  24 
2. Good Conduct Days Withheld 
none 
some 
APPENDIX I1 
The following information uas dis t r ibuted e a r l i e r  a s  "Details 
Concerning Forestry Camp Escapesn : 
SEASONAL VARIATION The frequency of escapes appears t o  be, in 
par t ,  a function of the season. Winter (~ecember, January, ~ e b r u a r y )  
shows the lowest incidence of escape with 7. Spring  arch, April, 
~ a y )  i s  second with 17. Summer (~ume, July, ~ u g u e t )  i s  th i rd  with 
21. Fa l l  ( ~ e ~ t e m b e r ,  October, ~ovember) with a t o t a l  of 25 escapes 
appears to be the most favored time f o r  runaways. Cold weather 
i t s e l f  de te rs  escapees. The monthly r a t e  var ies  between 5 and 8 
f o r  the  spring, summer and f a l l  seasons but drops t o  about 2 per 
month f o r  December, January and February. 
YEARLY VARIATION The three camps a re  similar in the  average 
number o f  escapes per  year. Monroe averaged 1.5, Plymouth 1.8 
and Warwick 2.3 escapes per year. ( ~ s c a ~ e s  per year since the 
opening of the  camp.) The combined yearly r a t e  i s  5.6 escapes. 
T h i s  i s  a total of 2 3 . a t  Monroe, 33 a t  Plymouth and 14 a t  Warwick. 
1968 and 1969 were par t icu la r ly  high with 10 and 8 escapes res-  
pectively,  In  the  first seven months of 1970 there were 4 escapes. 
HOUR AND DAY Over half  of all escapes have taken place on the 
weekend -- Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Saturday alone accounts f o r  
one-quarter of all escapes. Monday has the  fewest number. Half the  
escapes have taken place between 8 and 12 p.m., the  evening l e i s u r e  
time. Darkness i t s e l f ,  however, does no t  account f o r  frequency of 
l a t e  night escapes. Only 8.7% absconded between midnight and 9 a.m.. 
METHOD The vast  majority of a l l  escapes are walkaways: 64% 
from the camps, 3% from an outside work de ta i l ,  and 1% during 
transportation t o  Walpole, Most of the men uho used a vehicle in 
escaping took a car o r  truck on camp grounds. These men made up 
23% of the sample. Another 4% s t o l e  a vehicle off  camp grounds. 
One man had an acccmplice on the outside drive him away, and another 
used force t o  have an employee drive him away. 
Apart from these i so la ted  incidents, a camp escape does not  
threaten the l i v e s  o r  s e c ~ t y  of camp men or  personnel. A camp 
escape i s  apparently car r ied  out with a minumum of planning and 
a maximum of footwork, and does no t  dis turb the camp routine. 
WITH WIOM The low escape r a t e  m a y  indicate  some pressure from 
the  inmate group not to run away. If a man i s  considering escape, 
he i s  l i k e l y  to go w i t h  a t  l e a s t  one other man. Over ha l f  of the 
escapees (54%) absconded with one other man. A n  additional 13% 
went i n  groups of three o r  more, 
W H Y :  HARITAL PROBLEMS Reports submitted by camp o f f i c i a l s  a f t e r  
an inmate escapes -5ndicate his reason f o r  escape i f  he volunteered 
the  information. I n  most of the files, no reason was given. The 
most frequent reason mentioned, however, was anxiety over marriage. 
Of the 26 men fo r  whom some reason was mentioned, nine, o r  over 
one-third, were suffering marital d i f f i cu l t i e s ,  This finding i s  
par t icu la r ly  interest ing i n  l i g h t  of an e a r l i e r  escape study a t  
M.C.I., Norfolk. Nelson Cochrane found marital s t r i f e  t o  be a prime 
fac tor  characterizing the escapeea. "Not one inmate who was on 
congenial terms with his wife escapedOnW It i s  no t  apparent t ha t  
the m a r i t a l  f a c to r  i s  qui te  a s  i n f luen t i a l  in fores t ry  escapes. 
However, 7 of the  69 escapees had had divorce actions during the i r  
incarceration pr ior  t o  the i r  escape: e i ther  subject o r  wife desired 
divorce, o r  wife had divorced subject while he was serving time. 
WHY: PRIOR 2SCAPE HISTORY There i s  some evidence tha t  running 
away from a minimum security s i tua t ion  i s  a repet i t ion of a past  
behavior patten1 of truancy, and runaways from juvenile i n s t i t u t ions  
and AWOL while i n  the mili tary.  Over half  (54%) of the sample were 
reported as t ruants  and most of these reports  included a juvenile 
commitment f o r  truancy. Of the 37 escapees who had served juvenile 
time, 21 (57%) ran away a t  l e a s t  once. Of the 39 escapees with a 
record of mil i tary service, 25 (64%) had Deen absent without leave. 
No camparison f igures  are  available on the truancy, juvenile runaway 
o r  AWOL records of other camp men. However, i t  would seem that  the 
truancy, AWOL and maway  r a t e s  are consistently high. This may 
indicate  tha t  some previous runaway his tory i s  common f o r  the escapees. 
Although many escapees have p r io r  runaway records, few have 
made p r io r  escape attempts from a House of Correction or  other more 
secure prieon s i tuat ion.  Of the s ix ty  men who served pr ior  adul t  
time, four escaped from a House of Correction, two made unsuccessful 
escape attempts a t  a s t a t e  o r  federal  prison, one man walked auay 
from a s t a t e  farm, and another l e f t  a halfway house. Thus, f o r  the 
60 men who served any pr ior  prison term, there were only 8 incidences 
of escape or  attempted escape. The runaway history of the men as  
described above does not appear t o  carry over to any grea t  extent 
i n  the  more secure prisons and j a i l s .  
NHY: TIME AT CAMP Men are  more l i ke ly  t o  escape i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  
few months a t  the camps, although few of the men escape immediately 
a f t e r  transfer.  The average time an escapee spent a t  the camp 
76 days; only 2 (3%) ran i n  l e s s  than one week. Over half  (52%) 
escaped between 15 and 89 days (two weeks t o  three months). The 
crucial  adjustment period fo r  a man appears to be during the second 
month a t  the camp. The highest incidence of escapes (26%) occurred 
a t  t h i s  time. 
Almost 85% of the men had a t  l e a s t  s i x  months to serve u n t i l  
parole e l i g i b i l i t y  or minimum discharge date. The average time was 
16  months. It may be tha t  the long period under minimum securi ty  
i s  a contributing factor  t o  escape. 
WIILE AT LARGE Thirty-seven of the escapees were involved i n  
new crimes during the time at large. The great majority of these 
wore non-violent property offenses r use without authority and 
car theft 48%, breaking and entering o r  other property offenses 17%. 
Person oii'enses amounted to 35% of a l l  new offenses. Twenty of 
the thirty-seven escapees accused of new crimes did not receive 
any additional sentence f o r  the crime. Seventeen men received a 
WCochrane, Nelson: mEscapes and Their Controln', Prison World, 
May-June 1948. Quotation from page 29. 
new d i spos i t ion  on t h a t  offense ranging from a s h o r t  concurrent 
sentence t o  15-20 years  from and a f t e r .  
A t  this time, the seventy escapees cons i s t  of  37 men with 
new offenses  committed during the  period a t  l a rge ,  29 wi th  no 
new offense while a t  l a rge ,  3 not  y e t  apprehended, and one man 
who died before he could be re turned t o  Massachusetts au thor i t i e s .  
WERE APPREiIENDED Previously we noted t h a t  the escapes from 
camp are,  f o r  the  most p a r t ,  walkaways and a r e  therefore  n o t  
characterized by violence. Many men a r e  apprehended soon a f t e r  
the  escape i s  discovered (54% within  48 hours) o r  a r e  a r r e s t e d  
by the  l o c a l  po l i ce  near the  p r i son  camp (30% within 25 miles) .  
DISPOSITIOIJ OF  S S W E  The l e g a l  d isposi t ion  of  the escape 
i t s e l f  a s  a criminal offense gave over hal f  the  men (55%) a new from 
and a f t e r  commitment. Another 3% received for thwi th  commitments and 
22% received concurrent ssntences. Five men (7%) are s t i l l  awaiting 
trial. The most f requent  penalty f o r  the  escape was 6 months t o  
one year  from and a f t e r .  This group made up u% of the  t o t a l .  Ten 
percent  of  the  escapees a re  s t i l l  a t  l a r g e  o r  t h e i r  cases were dis- 
missed, f i l e d ,  o r  pu t  on probation. 
Upon t h e i r  r e tu rn  t o  pr ison a f t e r  apprehension, twelve of  the  
escapees spent time i n  the Departmental Segregation Unit. No one 
i n  the  esc;pe group had ever before been in segregation on t h a t  
commitment. For 1967 and the  years  preceding, 13% of escapees 
spent time on r e t u r n  i n  DSU. For 1968 and yeare following, 27% spent  
time on re tu rn  i n  DSU. Three of  the  four  men who escaped i n  1970 
thus f a r  hzve been s e n t  to  DSU upon t h e i r  re turn .  Although t h e  
percentage d i f fe rence  i s  n o t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  one, this trend may poin t  
t o  some po l i cy  i n  cur ren t  treatment of escapaes from a minimum 
s e c u r i t y  i n s t i t u t i o n .  
Perhaps t h e  most important po in t  +to make, however, i n  any 
discussion o f  camp escapes i s m t  t h a t  escapes occur b u t  t h a t  
they do n o t  occur much more frequently. The next  research quest ion 
i s  t o  ascer ta in  which kinds o f  men a r e  most l i k e l y  ( o r  l e a s t  l i k e l y )  
t o  escape. 
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